W-26 Annapolis/Bay Bridge – This was the westernmost of the 13 Washington sites but several of the Baltimore batteries were further west, a function of the layout of the combined defense area and topography driven by Chesapeake Bay.  Anyway, the two components were almost with rock-throwing distance – or even flamed-out-booster-dropping distance – of the west end of the bridge at Sandy Point.

   Finding access the former IFC off Broad Neck south of College Way proved the most difficult aspect of the site visit and I wound up viewing the property from the grounds of the adjacent St Andrew By the Bay Catholic Church (701 College Parkway).  Fortunately the church parking lot provided a good, clear view of the multiple surviving buildings although nothing stood out vis a vis former tower location or radar alignment.  W-26C’s located at 39-01-42N/076-27-00W and I’d still rate it as partially intact

   W-26L was easier, no surprise as it’s immediately east of Bay Head Road, north of US 50 between exits 30 and 31.  Seemed to me when I visited last time the fac was more intact with several buildings and magazines evident, still under US government ownership.  This time around I discovered the maintenance yard for Sandy Point State Park with beaucoup modifications and regrading. The assembly building still stands and I was pretty sure I could see the former magazine/launcher area from the locked gate, but otherwise the site’s almost unrecognizable and the buildings seen in the August 1994 aerial photo alongside the road are now long gone.  The lat/long is 39-01-47N/076-26-06W. 
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   Built with the standard 1B2C/three-magazine/12-launcher configuration, W-26 underwent conversion from Ajax to Hercules between December 1960 and June 1961.  The assigned units were A/36th (/55-9/58), A/1/562nd (9/58-12/62) and MDArNG A/1/70th (12/62-11/68), which made it one of three Herc sites in the Washington-Baltimore Defense Area transferred to the Guard in December 1962, along with BA-03 Phoenix/Sweet Air and BA-79 Granite.  Battery A 1/70th moved to Annapolis from the BA-43 Jacobsville Ajax installation and after W-26 shut down moved down the road to W-25 Davidsonville. 

   If I remember correctly, the 1st of the 70th was the first Guard battalion to assume operational responsibility for Hercules batteries in ARADCOM.  The number survives as the 70th Regiment (Leadership), Regimental Training Institute at Camp Fretterd near Reisterstown.  According to the web page I looked up, Fretterd formerly served as a state reform school (there’s a message there somewhere…). 
(Minus aerials)
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