Cray 1A

Seymour Cray left Control Data in 1972 to start Cray Research Inc. The company’s first computer was the Cray 1 (the letter A designated a memory size of one million words), which set the standard for today’s supercomputing industry.

The Cray 1 attained its high performance with an architecture that balanced both scalar and vector processing. The vector units used “chaining” to generate interim results that were reused without additional memory references.  An optimizing FORTRAN compiler automatically produced “vectorized” code. 

Application areas for the machine included meteorology, the military, the automobile industry, aeronautics and space research, petroleum exploration, and film industry graphics.

Sources: http://home.cray.com/~kjt/cray/

http://www.scd.ucar.edu/computers/gallery/cray/cray1a/cray1.html
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	Developed at:	Cray Research Inc.	Memory technology:	ECL


	First introduced:	1975	Memory size:	1M 64-bit words


	CPU technology:	Emitter-coupled logic (ECL)	Clock speed:	12.5-nanoseconds (80 MHz)











