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1.  Introduction:  This property consists of two separate areas; a Control/Housing area and a Launch area.  A Preliminary Assessment (PA) was prepared for the Launch area only.  This Abbreviated Preliminary Assessment has been prepared in lieu of a PA for the Control/Housing area.  The Nike C-70 facility is described below.

The U.S. Army purchased approximately 61 acres and obtained 40.95 acres of easements in 1955-1956 to be utilized as the Nike C-70 facility.  The Nike C-70 Launch area occupied approximately 77 percent of the property (47.28 acres) and the Nike C- 70 Control/Housing area occupied the remaining portion of the property (13.83 acres).  The Control/Housing area was located approximately 0.75 miles northeast of the Launch area and was separated by the easement property.  The 40.95 acres of easement property was used for safety zones, access, clear line-of-sight between the Launch area and the Control/Housing area, and utility rights-of-way.  The Control/Housing area consisted of 12 structures, including barracks, a mess hall, radar pads, an administration building, and other improvements.

The government declared Nike C- 70 to be excess property in May 1964.  In June 1965, the General Services Administration (GSA) sold 33.06 acres of the original 47.28-acre Launch area to a private party.  In June 1969, the approximate 33-acre parcel was put into a trust with Harris Trust and Savings Bank.  Barofsky and Associates currently owns approximately 30 acres of the land that contained the missile silos and associated structures.  This area is currently occupied by an office complex (Park Place).  Barofsky and Associates developed and sold the remaining portion of the approximate 33-acre parcel (approximate 3 acres) in the northeast portion of the property to Tri-Peak Investments (Wass Consulting Group).  In March 2002, Charter One Bank purchased the approximate 3-acre parcel, which is currently used as a commercial bank.  The GSA transferred the remaining 14.22-acre portion of the Launch area to the Bureau of Reclamation in November 1971.  In February 1975, the City of Naperville purchased the land and it is used as a public park and sports complex (Nike Park).  

The Control/Housing area (13.83 acres) was transferred in 1964 to the Illinois Youth Commission of Springfield, Illinois.  It was sold in 1973 to Standard Oil Corporation (now BP America, Inc.), who currently uses it for research and development as the BP Naperville Complex.

2.  Previous Investigations:  An Inventory Project Report (INPR) was prepared for this property in 1986.  The INPR stated that the property was eligible under the Defense Environmental Restoration Program – Formerly Used Defense Sites, and projects were proposed.  The INPR was revised in 2001 to propose that resampling of groundwater and silo water be done at the site.  The INPR is currently undergoing an additional revision.     

A Draft Remedial Investigation Addendum Report was prepared by Montgomery Watson Harza, Americas, Inc. in February 2006.  The draft report consisted of two volumes and summarized the results of the upgradient and lateral shallow groundwater plume evaluation conducted between December 2004 and September 2005 at the former Nike C-70 Missile Site.    

3.  Property Description, Acreage, and Land Use: 

3.1.  Location:  The property is located in Naperville, DuPage County, Illinois.  The property is west of Chicago, Illinois, and can be reached from O’Hare Airport by taking I‑294 south to I-88 west, then exiting at exit # 128 (Naperville Road).  The Launch area can be reached by traveling south on Naperville Road to E. Diehl Road (~1/2 mile), and then west on E. Diehl Road (~1.5 miles).  The Control/Housing area can be reached by traveling north on Naperville Road to Warrenville Road (~1/4 mile) and then west on Warrenville Road (~1.5 miles).  The Control/Housing area of the property is located at N41(48’36”, W88(08’49” and the Launch area is located at N41(47’55”, W88(09’01”.  Both areas are in the 13th Congressional District of Illinois, in EPA Region 5.
3.2.  FUDS Eligible Property:  Nike C-70 was found to be eligible under DERP-FUDS due to the fact that it was under the jurisdiction of the Secretary of Defense and owned by, leased to, or otherwise possessed by the United States prior to 17 October 1986.  The property was acquired by the United States of America 1955 and 1956, and was subsequently operated as a missile tracking and target acquisition facility by the Army.  It was declared excess in 1964 and transferred to the General Services Administration (GSA).  By 1975, GSA had divested itself of all property that formerly served as 

Nike C-70.  The property is currently in the hands of various businesses as well as the City of Naperville.         

3.3.  Land Use and Ownership History:  See Sections 1 and 3.2, above.  
3.4  Physical Property Characteristics:  The property is classified as commercial/recreational. 

4.  Historical Property Summary: 

A history of property ownership and operations, including dates, can be found in Sections 1 and 3, above.

4.1.  Chronological Property Summary:

1955 - 1956 – The United Sates of America obtained property for the Nike C-70 facility by Purchase and Declaration of Taking.  At the completion of the purchase/taking, the site included 61.11 acres of fee-owned land and 40.95 acres of easements.  

1956 – 1964 – The Nike C-70 facility was operated by the Army for missile tracking and target acquisition during the Cold War.  

May 1964 – The property was declared excess and the entire site was transferred to the GSA.  

1964 - 1971 – GSA divested itself of the property.  New owners included various individuals, businesses, agencies, and governmental organizations.  

1991 – An INPR is prepared and it is determined that the property is eligible under DERP-FUDS.  An HTRW project is proposed.  

2001 – A revised INPR is prepared which proposed additional sampling of groundwater and silo water.  

2006 – A Draft Remedial Investigation Addendum Report was prepared by Montgomery Watson Harza, Americas, Inc. in February 2006.  The draft report consisted of two volumes and summarized the results of the upgradient and lateral shallow groundwater plume evaluation conducted between December 2004 and September 2005 at the former Nike C-70 Missile Site.  

4.2.  Military Operations:  During the Cold War, the Army used the property as a Nike missile site.  

5.  Evaluation of Presence of Military Munitions and Technical Data:  It was determined that there should not have been any military munitions located at this site.  The Risk Assessment Code assigned to this property is 5.  

6. Evaluation of HTRW Presence and Areas:  An HTRW project at the Launch area was proposed in the 1986 INPR.  This project was approved to look into subsurface contamination around the acid fueling station because the then current owner dug up a UST which had been crushed in place.  Various investigations were then pursued, which led to the discovery of multiple TCE plumes in the subsurface.  In 2003, forty three residents living near the southern boundary of the launch area were placed on city water because of their proximity to the southern plume.  The project is in the RI/FS stage, with high confidence in the limits of the southern plume, but with work continuing to determine the limits of the northern plume.  This project is ongoing.
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