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Working on the “Lectern” circuit.

Lockheed had a very nice conference room in the B-1 building.  Everything was walnut including the ashtrays.  It had a very large table with leather executive chairs.  It also had a lectern that was built by IBM Time Equipment Division.  I had heard this product came into being because Thomas J. Watson Sr. went to give a speech at one of the IBM facilities and the podium was too low for him.  He made mention of this to someone and the next day the engineers were at work designing something better.

The lectern offered a number of useful features, including a clock with edge-lighted dial, a speech time warning light, indirect table lighting with control switch, a speech timer with edge-lighted dial, satin chrome side-mounts for microphones, push-button elevation of the lectern, push-button adjustment of the table's angle, and a removable console unit.

One day the fluorescent lamp burned out and Lockheed sent one of their Electricians to replace it.  The slot for the light to shine through was smaller than the bulb and the Electrician could not figure out how to get the old bulb out.  He called for a Carpenter to come help and that man told him the only way he knew to get into it was with a saw.  Fortunately they knew not to do that.

The Lockheed Maintenance Supervisor called our shop and wanted to know if we would send someone to show them how to change the bulb.  I had never seen one of these lecterns but I went to see what I could do.  When I got there I could not see any easy way to get into the thing.  Every panel of wood seemed to overlap any place that might allow access.  I noticed that the front panel was not overlapped by the sides and decided to lay the thing on its side and look under the bottom.  That was the secret.  The front cover had two metal brackets at the bottom that screwed to the frame.  I removed the two screws and sat the lectern back upright.  Pulling out on the bottom of the front cover allowed it to be lifted off and there was the bulb.  After this it seemed like anytime an IBM machine broke and we didn’t have anyone trained I got the job.
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