JOHNNIAC

Despite his modest protests, JOHNNIAC was named after John von Neumann. In 1946, he described the architecture of what became known as the “von Neumann machine,” in which programs and data were stored together in memory.

JOHNNIAC was one of many machines based on von Neumann’s original machine at the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton, NJ. It was built with U.S. Air Force funding in Santa Monica, California. Early artificial intelligence (AI) research was done on the machine. It pioneered time-shared operating systems with JOSS (JOHNNIAC Open Shop System). JOSS could support several dozen users at terminals by swapping memory out to a drum that stored 12,288 words.

JOHNNIAC was decommissioned in 1966 after 13 years and over 50,000 operational hours. It was rescued by the Boston Computer Museum as it sat in a parking lot awaiting a trip to the scrap yard.

Sources: http://www.cs.umass.edu/~weems/CmpSci535/JOHNNIAC.html
http://www.palosverdes.com/lasthurrah/early-computers.html
http://www.palosverdes.com/lasthurrah/JOSS-discription.html
http://www.wirednews.com/wired/archive/7.11/computer_pr.html
http://www.nap.edu/readingroom/books/far/ch9.html
http://www.well.com/user/hlr/texts/tft4.html
http://www.rand.org/facts/ware.html
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	Developed at:	RAND Corporation	Memory technology:	magnetic core


	First introduced:	1953	Memory size:	4096 40-bit words


	CPU technology:	vacuum tubes	Memory cycle time:	15 microseconds (0.067 MHz)











